CONCORDIA LUTHERAN CHURCH
CONOVER, NC

SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
JuLy 12,2020 11:00 AM

PRELUDE

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

We stand.
OPENING HYMN “Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty”
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10 - pen now thy gates of beau-ty; Zi - on, let me
2 Gra - cious God, I come be - fore Thee; Come Thou al - so
3 Here Thy praise 1is glad - ly chant-ed; Here Thy seed is
4 Thou my faith in - crease and quick-en; Let me keep Thy
5 Speak, O God, and I  will hear Thee; Let Thy will be
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en - ter there, Where my soul in joy - ful du - ty
un - to me. Where we find Thee and a - dore Thee,
du - ly sown. Let my soul, where it is  plant - ed,
gift di - vine, How - so-e’er temp - ta - tions thick - en;
done in - deed. May I un - dis - turbed draw near Thee
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Waits for Him who an - SWers prayer. Oh, how bless-ed
There a heav’n on earth must be. To my heart, O
Bring forth pre - cious sheaves a - lone, So that all 1
May Thy Word still o'er me shine As my guid - ing
While Thou dost Thy peo - ple feed. Here of life the
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is this  place, Filled with sol - ace, light, and grace!
en - ter  Thou; Let it be Thy tem - ple now!
hear may be Fruit - ful un - to life in  me.
star through life, As my com - fort in all strife.
foun - tain  flows; Here is balm for all our woes.

Text and tune: Public domain



INVOCATION
(P} In the name of the Father and of the ~I- Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen,

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION
Isaiah 55:11-12; Psalm 32:5; 124:8; Matthew 13:23; Romans 8:16

(P) Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

(P) I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

(P) In the today’s Epistle, Paul reminds us that “the Spirit Himself
bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God.” Let us
therefore go to our gracious heavenly Father, confessing our sins.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

(P) In the Old Testament Reading, God promises, “My word . . . shall
not return to Me empty; it shall accomplish . . . and shall
succeed.”

But we do not trust You in all things. We have sinned in
thought, word, and deed. Forgive us, heavenly Father.

(P) Then God tells us, “You shall go out in joy and be led forth in peace.”

But we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. Hear us,
free us, and lead us in paths pleasing to You, heavenly Father.

(P} In the Gospel, our Lord explains that “the one who hears the word
and understands it . . . bears fruit.” By the grace of God, we
believe and understand that Jesus, the Word of God in the flesh,
succeeded in destroying death and rising victorious for us. For His
sake, God forgives us and uses us to bear fruit for Him. As a
called and ordained servant of Christ, | therefore forgive you all
your sins in the name of the Father and of the & Son and of the
Holy Spirit. May the Word planted inside you produce a great
harvest for our gracious Lord.

Amen. Thanks be to God!

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY
(P) The Lord be with you.
And also with you.



(P) Let us pray.

Blessed Lord, since You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be
written for our learning, grant that we may so hear them,
read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them that we may
embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting
life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.

We sit.

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 55:10-13
(P) This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE READING Romans 8:12-17
(P) This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

We stand.

HoLY GOSPEL Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23
(P) The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 13" chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

After the Gospel is read:

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.
We sit.

HYMN OF THE DAY “Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast”
1 Almighty God, Your Word is cast Like seed into the ground;
Now let the dew of heav’n descend And righteous fruits abound.

2  Let not the sly satanic foe This holy seed remove,
But give it root in ev’ry heart To bring forth fruits of love.

3 Let not the world’s deceitful cares The rising plant destroy,
But let it yield a hundredfold The fruits of peace and joy.

4 So when the precious seed is sown, Life-giving grace bestow
That all whose souls the truth receive Its saving pow’r may know.

Text: Public domain



SERMON  “Scattering the French Fries”  Pastor Michael Geml
We stand.

APOSTLES’ CREED

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

LORD’S PRAYER

BENEDICTION
CLOSING HYMN “For the Fruits of His Creation”
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1 For the fruits of  His cre - a - tion, Thanks be to God.

2 In the just re - ward of la - bor, God’s will is done.

3 For  the har-vests of the Spir - it, Thanks be to God.
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For His gifts to ev - ‘ry na-tion, Thanks be to God. For the
In  the help we give our neigh-bor, God’s  will is done. In our
For the good we all in - her - it, Thanks be to God. For the
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plow - ing, sow-ing, reap-ing, Si - lent growth while we are sleep-ing,
world-wide task of car-ing For the hun - gry and de - spair-ing,
won - ders that as-tound us, For the truths that still con-found us,
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Fu - ture needs in earth’s safe-keep-ing, Thanks  be to  God.
In the har-vests we are shar-ing, God’s will is  done.

Most of all, that love has found us, Thanks be to  God.
Text: © 1970 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004222
Tune: Public domain

POSTLUDE



